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Cooperation in strengthening environmental enforcement 

 
OLAF and Environment cases.  

Enhancing cooperation between administrative and criminal enforcement 
 



● Parliament and Council Regulation (CE) nº 883/2013: Empowers OLAF to conduct 

administrative investigations against fraud affecting the European financial interests.

 
● Regulation (EC) No 515/97: Cooperation between the European Commission 

(OLAF) and the national Customs services in all Member States (customs matter and 

agricultural legislation). 

For counterfeit goods:
● Regulation (EU) 608/2013 concerning customs enforcement of intellectual property 

rights. Special mandate, even if no financial impact on EU budget 

Legal basis for OLAF investigative activities 
 



OLAF and Waste traffic 
Legal basis

‘Mutual Assistance case’ on the basis of Council Regulation 

(EC) No 515/97 (breach of customs or agricultural 

legislation, as well as any other legislation making reference 

to said Regulation, whether or not affecting the financial 

interests of the European Union). 

Art. 18 (EU coordination) – Art 19 – 22 (Relations with Third Countries)



Outcome of OLAF investigation – Complementary investigation 

• Final report transmitted to the EU institutions, 
bodies, agencies or MSs

• According to Art. 11 Reg 883/2013, the report, 
together with all evidence in support and 
annexed thereto, shall constitute admissible 
evidence:

• (b) in criminal proceedings of the Member State 
in which their use proves necessary in the same 
way and under the same conditions as 
administrative reports drawn up by national 
administrative inspectors {…}
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International Cooperation 
 

● Close cooperation with main partners

● Bilateral Agreements with Third Countries: Cooperation between the 
European Commission (OLAF) and the national Customs services in more than 
80 Third Countries

●  OLAF Liaison officers: China, Ukraine and United Arab Emirates



OPERATIONAL COOPERATION  
European an transnational dimension of illicit waste trafficking:                                                                                                      
OLAF tools to: 
• Join the dots - Identify the modus operandi at EU and international level and the suspicious operators involved 

Documental 
control, Copies of 

declarations, 
inspection, 

Sampling and 
analysis.

OLAF report 
providing all 

evidence 
collected by 

the competent 
authorities.



OLAF added value

Transnational investigation

Customs

Police forces 
Criminal 

investigations

Environment 
Authorities 

Inspections and 
plans

ENVICRIME

Police forces

Environment 
Authorities

EU Third countries

OLAF 

Investigative support to National 
authorities. 

Transnational dimension of the 
criminal group.



OLAF tools 
Anti-Fraud Information System (AFIS) portal



OLAF tools 
Virtual Operations Coordination Unit (VOCU) 



 

Background 

● 13th ASia – Europe Meeting of Directors General/Commissioners of Customs in Ha 
Long, Vietnam from 9 to 10 October 2019

● Call for global action to combat the illicit trade of dangerous substances
● European Anti-fraud Office (OLAF) designated as to lead the action and coordinate the 

efforts of 34 participants (EU and non-EU countries)

Results will be published soon (debriefing meeting in Ischia on 4-5 

October 2023

ASEM Joint Customs Operation



OPERATIONAL COOPERATION  
European an transnational dimension of wildlife trafficking:                                                                                                      
Glas Eels Smugling case Operation LAKE:

EUROP
OL

• Op. LAKE
• Coordination 

Criminal 
investigations

OLAF

• Joint Custom 
Operation

• Risk profiling 
airports control

Permanent information exchange: 
• Update risk profiling at customs level 
• Support criminal investigations ongoing
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