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Introduction

▪ Measure effectiveness of inspection and enforcement activities of local 
authorities deliver for the environment.  

▪ RMCEI – IMPEL ‘Doing the Right Thing’  

▪ EU Compliance Assurance 

▪ 20 National Enforcement Priorities 

▪ 31 Local Authorities 

▪ 3-year cycle (2022 – 2024)



Strong outcome focus

▪ Better segregation, more recycling 

▪ Reduction in unauthorised activity 

▪ Water bodies targeted, improvements shown, discharges stopped, issues 
resolved? 

▪ Non compliant septic tanks rectified and closed out.  

▪ Air Quality – PM2.5  - will the national ban make a difference?  

▪ Noise Action plans – implementation measures completed



Performance Framework Process

National Enforcement Priorities (NEPs) 2022 – 2024
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National Enforcement Priorities
Water Waste Air and Noise

• Pressures from Agriculture (Farm 
Yards) - slurry/soiled water 
collection and storage

• Tackling Illegal Waste and Multi-
Agency Sites/Operators of Concern

• Solid Fuel

• Pressures from Agriculture 
(Farmland) - slurry and fertiliser 
spreading

• Construction and Demolition Waste • Air Quality Monitoring and Data Use

• Domestic Waste Water Treatment 
Systems / Septic Tanks

• End of Life Vehicles and Metals • Environmental Noise Directive 
(ENDs)

• Discharge Licences / 
Misconnections

• Household and Commercial Waste • Air and Noise Control (including 
Planning)

• Local Priorities and Water Quality 
Monitoring

• Producer Responsibility Initiatives 
and Local Priorities

• Ongoing Air and Noise Enforcement 
Work



National Enforcement Priorities
▪ Each NEP defined in terms of objective, outcomes and activities required. 
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Assessment Process – 20 Priorities



2021 Results by Local Authority
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2021 Results by National Environmental Priority
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2021 Local Authority Reports



2021 National Reports

Illegal waste activities

Septic Tanks Air Monitoring

RMCEI Plan: Environmental 
Outcomes

Compliance & Enforcement: Public Authorities Publications | 
Environmental Protection Agency (epa.ie)

https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/public-authorities/focus-on-local-authority-environmental-enforcement-performance-report-2021.php
https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/public-authorities/focus-on-local-authority-environmental-enforcement-performance-report-2021.php


2021 V 2022 Emerging Results
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Preliminary Results for 2022

▪ Overall score increased from 46% to 59% 

▪ Overall score for all NEPs improved 

▪ Number of Local Authorities scoring 70% or greater increased from 5 to 10. 

▪ 3 of the 5 lowest local authorities have improved significantly 

▪ Control of Illegal Dumping activities is one of highest performing NEPs.  

▪ Agriculture inspections on the increase and more targeted towards WB at risk.  

▪  Recycling targets are challenging and efforts to secure better segregation at source is 
required. 

▪ More progress needed to protect public health – e.g. control on noise pollution



Some Key learnings 
▪ What gets measured gets done  

     - risk based prioritisation provides foundation. 

▪ Intensive engagement necessary 

- importance of NIECE/WERLA networks. 

▪ Keep focus on what we are trying to achieve  

- not the numbers of inspections.  

▪ Paper doesn’t refuse ink, need to ground truth self reporting 

- third party data and audits. 



Thank You

Illegal waste activities
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Compliance & Enforcement: Public Authorities Publications | 
Environmental Protection Agency (epa.ie)

https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/public-authorities/focus-on-local-authority-environmental-enforcement-performance-report-2021.php
https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/public-authorities/focus-on-local-authority-environmental-enforcement-performance-report-2021.php

